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Getting Around Hikone

Visit Hikone
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Operates in a circuit around Hikone’s sightseeing
spots.(Operates mainly on weekends and public

holidays in March-December)
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Local storytellers in the Hikone
Volunteer Guide Association will guide
you on “Hikone Town Walks” ,
including the National Treasure
Hikone Castle. (Reservation required)
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A taxi driver will act as your guide,
taking you around places connected
to the famous samurai, Ishida
Mitsunari.
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[Date of issue April 2024] *This page contains information current as at April 2024. Contents may be subject to change. Thank you for your understanding in this matter.
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Q1: Can we meet Hikonyan? Q2: get into Hikone Castle? Q3: to take photographs?
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_ For more details, check the QR code on page the website for admission fees " Genkyuen Garden (P6) and the islands of Lake
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Hikone has various events throughout the year. Plan yourself a trip to fully enjoy the attractions
of the four seasons.

What's on in Hikone

summer winter

38 March
@ # Plum Blossom *

4% Cherry Blossom EZ4R3EL Hikone nashi pears
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| ERp A 72320 | |8 RDH~ ‘Moon—ViewingEvening BWKOKZTESA Py T |

The Plum Garden of Hikone Castle Hikone Yukata Festival EI9B~10B 0+ BREKBRA QERHE=E Light-up of Autumnal Foliage at
: ‘Hi = - -

@epro-o @78crons s o e cote (SRR Gl Carders
QL ok Q BR#Bx vy 2MO—F PUO—F. 54 Py TSN ABEBTL AL S R o Decamber
Where: Hikone Castle Plum Garden Where: Yumekyobashi Castle Road BT WoltheL-MERELDHET, o QERBLEE
-8B LELH400KDRTE, RAF—IARVIREETHEHL On the night of the harvest moon, enjoy a relaxing evening admiring the full moon from Where:Hikone Castle Genkyu-en Garden
LLBEWEDGhE HZTNET, 5@HP.BREDAT L IE the Daimyo’s garden, which is lit up for the occasion. B0k X=BE S5/ +Pv7,
Some 400 trees adorned in red and white plum blossoms herald the early arrival wiz, BIKDILELHZELAWTET,

of spring.

‘ EihxeS T§ ‘ Genkyu-en Garden, a nationally-designated Place of Scenic Beauty is lit up at
night. Enjoy the beautiful colored leaves of late autumn.

Crowds of people dressed in yukata wander streets that come alive with stage events and
street-food stalls.

Gotouchi Chara Expo
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@108%9

The cherry blossoms of

i Hikone Castle | ¥ =—F4 b7z 27450 UL A HEIEEET | EFREBDOERE |
. : B4R L9~FD Srrme D (Rl ght:?gﬁﬁ:i area Hikone Castle at Year's End and New Year
Y] When:Early to mid-April Gl 7R T®or8ALH ) o - . 12 9~
n 3 QERB—% When:Late July or Early August 2EOIEHX IS —EILR ﬂenia;r—:m Late December

8 Where:Hikone Castle precinct o HAPOHE LB ER T EMxrSEORM, Q%tﬁiﬂiiﬂ

L 100K OABED VR Where:Shopping streets in the city center A festival of local mascot characters, bringing mascots from all over Japan together in Where:Hikone Castle area
 pEimIERN.AF4A8  Z(PESHRERA.ROBEHLBI one place. EREODBERLLT ERAXT
] 3 7oV~ =

BRI B EE, Handd. RRLEIZLOBERELET,

| ZRBHTLEROBRDER |
City of Exchange & Hikone Sightseeing and Local Products Exhibition

Many street-food stalls line the streets, bringing
energy and color to the shopping streets at night.

Shimenawa, ropes used as a talisman against
evil, will be set up on the Tenshu Main Keep

The blossoms of some 1,100 cherry trees bring color the banks of

' f and turrets of Hikone Castle in preparation for
the moats and white walls of Hikone Castle. The blossoms are E’ NALS When: Early November Q%ﬁﬁim Where: Hikone City e Ve e edmEens,
usually at their best around April 8 every year. _ N .

YCEEE ERGSLUBRADTORENDLLODEE—FI KD KDER.

- A massive local products exhibition, bringing together the specialty products of Hikone

- Japan International City, its sister castle towns, friendship cities, and other areas. - -
| mAssER EREBEHCH | ” ’ | ERFBOVC ek |

Birdman Rally
Hikone Castle Moats Trip Special T — Hikonyan at
i S p Sp G758 T8 |0chotgioh | Year’s End and New Year

Night Service When: Late July = et

ikone Castle Festiva
@48 Lt9~bh Q BBME RE—% I
When:Early to mid-April Where:Matsubara area on the E) 118 When:November When:From Late December
QxRE@aMES (BHM shore of Lake Biwa Q ERmSE5 L CERBA QERH

Where:Dock in front of Genkyuen Garden Where:Hikone castle area or within the city of Hikone Where:Hikone Castle

(ticket booth) EROBERRT MY ERBYHTULES . EROEEY DIt AD B3R LBBOC(HD
ERBOBRMEAPRODIOE b TXRERS LB AR CEZA< b, BFEVELET

Al de POENET, i i i itsukuri (mochi poundi i
s R-TRYH TELT, - - 2E,roRVIT. An event where you can experience Hikone's traditions and culture, set against the Hikonyan will help with mochitsukuri (mochi pounding) and nawazukuri (ropes
Enjoy the sight of cherry blossoms of Hikone Castle at night on board a One of Hikone’s most well-known summer events. Cleverly devised flying machines background of Hikone Castle and the areas surrounding the castle. making).

Yakatabune pleasure boat linked to the li Clan. gather from all over Japan.

Hikone Trip Hikone Trip B
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Bﬁﬂ; il Eﬂ' Immerse yourself even further in the romance of Hikone’s history
Find things to do A [ERBEEYWE]
Lo O] Hikone Castle Museum
ERBAITLEERDEV 0D E LR BLEIRAELETH? - SR T 8 5 S RS 18 L Je 8
e Ten things to do when you travel to Hikone for sightseeing. What will you do? ﬁﬁr%ﬁ‘:k?:?; o BB ReETEHO-HFRICEAITZEMT
B £8 EXELEERE BRLTNET,

a5 .
= Museum housed in the reconstructed Omote Goten
§@ [ IE i *E i}&] The National Treasure, Hikone Castle Hall, which served as the government office of the
i) N Hikone Domain. The museum has collections and
O@ 400N LR RTHITORE B0 SEREWRM SO TR exhibits of traditional arts and crafts and old
7] GFREVPRCRTFEZR O EBPERLELIFZoTVET, manuscripts related to the li Family, whose members
% E i p : served as lord of the domain for generations.
o U» ?I'he_natnonal t!'easure 0f>H|kone Castle looks just the same as . ‘
3 it did when it was buit more than 400 years ago. It is | [M]zim[m] 7 0749-22-6100 (E R H 1) Hikone Castle Museum
) extremely well preserved, with the Tenshu main keep, the ]

various turrets, and gardens still remaining.

7 0749-22-2742 (ERBEEER L &) (=]

Hikone Castle Management Center

[ersxv525-DZIc% A)

Hikone City’s Mascot Character, Hikonyan
ERFBOEVWGRRILLRALRFYSI5—,
EREADTRIIENTELT,

Hikonyan is the city’s mascot character, created in homage

to the Hikone Domain. You can meet Hikonyan in various
places around the Hikone Castle area.

| J%’fﬂﬁlﬂ(ﬂi) | The Hikone Screen ( The National Treasure )
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RECHERELE,I D HRKORITONIDDZET, (HIHRELH)

A masterpiece depicting the customs of the Early Modern Period, passed down by the li

Family, the feudal lords of the Hikone Domain. The hairstyles and colorful clothing depicted in
the painting give an idea of the fashions of the time. (On display for a limited time)

e U AR

Tour Hikone Castle from corner to corner S -7

VISR AR YA b Hikonyan’s official website

2 [rah s thboTHS

Get a taste of the life of a daimyo feudal lord

FAE956<Hb A
[2 E S 2 ’ Genkyu-en Garden, Rakuraku-en Palace
BORRICHERBER BOPBICIIBHIRIONSEZEL

HEPDEESHIENTEETIIFRRICEITIRROERH

an [ADE] RSV F4THAR]

Yakatabune Rickshaw Guide Service
3 - RE ~HD . bt v¥9, N N _ . I e =

iifmb:'si:n pUEOBBCRESRCES. UBOMEBRLLBIMTERRO M FOTNBEITEAPEENEROED BRI BIE TELNGRE
of the por):d, linked by bridges, you can enjoy the scenery as you do a circuit BEBE M ELERLSTIRADDER T BAICHELWVEXLADETEALE RN LB HIRNLET,
of the garden. This garden, which expresses the aesthetic favored by the WERLOHET, EN
samurai in the Edo Period, has been designated as a national Place of . . . . s . . . . . .
Scenic Beauty. Take a sightseeing cruise around Hikone Castle’s A highly knowledgeable rickshaw puller will show Storytellers will recount historical anecdotes and

Inner Moat on a Yakatabune pleasure boat, a you the charms of Hikone that you might miss just show you some of the hidden places of Hikone
RICEOXETCH EREZEELLALOHELE(NEF ’ reproduction of those that plied the moat’s waters in walking. Castle and the surrounding area.

feudal times. Enjoy the sight of Hikone Castle from
a different perspective from that seen on land.

FEEHDT—RTEET,

In the tea house in the garden, take a break and enjoy a cup of matcha

green tea with a Japanese sweet [for a feel, as you appreciate the 2080-1461-4123 (NPOSEA/ISTFER) 2090-8239-7855 (0= ntegte) & 0749-22-6849 (Ei815> 74751 Kitd)
garden’s beauty. Koedo Hikone (NPO) Hikone Kirakusya Hikone Volunteer Guide Association

Hikone Trip Hikone Trip
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Explore the traditional streetscape
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Smith Memorial Hall
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Smith Memorial Hall
EROERCEEQOV LD, TFELEEFY
2D HD D XIREIGH RFHZEH
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One of the legacies of Hikone’s modernization A
Japanese-style chapel that blends Christian motifs
such as the mark of the cross with traditional temple
and shrine architecture.

[ERfEFrvy2rO0—F]
Yumekyobashi Castle Road
AELERFOMRAICHKE—SNIEHH
BHEUWRTIT, TAR Y3y s
HBELHET,

An area lined by shops with a consistent look of
machiya (traditional townhouses), featuring white

walls and black latticework.
Enjoy shopping and local cuisine.

[MEEZITF]

Yonban-cho Square
AERROFEFERZBRLACTVZ RAREICKIZICRADEETDIIED,
An area that is a reproduction of Western architecture from the Taisho
era. Hikonyan may even appear here, such as on holidays.

a Hikone Trip
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Hikone Castle
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Yumekyobashi Castle Road
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mEETR Y T 7
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Group of former Ashigaru (infantry)
units’ residences
@9

oo ess 05 ©

Zelkova-lined Street

[T xiE]

Zelkova-lined Street

HEBERI300FLL EDE DA 0AECHY ET

There are estimated to be about 30 trees whose age is over 300 years.

[EETRMEREERESE]
Shiga Chuo Shinkin Bank Ginza Branch
REBRONRER T FRARE DK D
BIRICREHINI3D DA FFHM T,
ZOMRDIVRI—ZICHEoTVET,
b A Western-style building that retains its Taisho Era
. exteriors. This building, with its three distinctive

gables protruding from a steeply pitched roof, is a
prominent landmark of the area.
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Umizu Barbershop

Y VEMASBINIIBICHRAORETE
| LOONT2BE BT LI BB BES LK
L BIRFIHEA DR AESE,

A building from the early Showa Era, with modern
ornamentation. It has two distinct styles on each
floor - Western decor on the 1st floor and Japanese
SIRA design features on the 2nd floor.
odiefuy
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Shiga Chuo Shinkin Bank Ginza Branch
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Jibushomaru
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Umizu Barbershop
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Kyuza-no-Tsuji Intersection
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Nanamagari Street
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Group of former Ashigaru (infantry) units’ residences

WTeTFoRENERILTVWIRE
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BREH.DTRELHD RABDODH
DEHEHNRELOET,

Residences of ashigaru who protected the
castle town are dotted around. Visitors can
enjoy visiting guardhouses and strolling around

the charming streets, which feature studios,
shops, and cafés in old townhouses.
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To Hikone Station/Maibara
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Ohmi Railway Hikone
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Jibushomaru
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This community rest
stop bears a noren

Mitsunari’s crest
and has a display

military
commanders of the

PhoELHDED

CrRET Tt X E B (R SRR FBX]
Important Preservation District for Group of Traditional Buildings
AEDEDDRICH ARKTHI LHT I & IBIE T ET ORI EI0 %
HILLBICARORAMIEEELTVET,

Traditional streetscape that extends east from the Kyuza-no-Tsuji
intersection. The street retains its role as a dividing line of the old castle
town, as well as the atmosphere of the merchant houses that lined it.

RIRET T X ERIEHAREMEE
RIFHX

eservation District for Group
| Buildings

Z RFF)ER

kawa Station
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Teishinsha Station
RE2EZTORMBBTRZ EL T
BRI BERS,

? EI -\m;EjJ_E Former Kawara-machi Post Office, renovated
7L\ from a traditional two-story wooden machiya
To Taga townhouse.

Ohmi-Hachiman
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Cruise of Lake Biwa’s islands
HWRBUDISFHORBLECNIE US4 OBARDELSERETEET,

Take a boat tour of the islands floating on the majestic Lake Biwa and experience the natural
beauty of the four seasons first-hand.

P15 B <D chikubushima lsland Tour

Visit places connected to the feudal warlords

ShRELLIDHL
[1&*” llliﬁﬂﬂ'] Sawayama Castle Ruins
DO TIREERARE EMSNDIZEILIRAEH . RIE I D HHTZoTVET,

The castle was once so magnificent that it was described as impregnable. Today, only the

NeHES S

eale emig aye

%52 B H<D Takeshima lsland Tour

HH B MEFCBIELTENSNG B, BE=+=rFESEH0
EHFREDDHD NRT—ZARy FELTHEREEDTVET,

An island worshipped as sacred since ancient times. It is home to Hogon-ji Temple, one
of the 33 temples on the Saigoku Pilgrimage, and has attracted attention as a “power
spot.”

ERBONES

Hikone Port&Chikubushima Island
EESSR) 285304 ~ 404 (L#70~80%)
2 hr. 30 — 40 min (70 — 80 min on the island)
MEMBROFHAL, FLahbEEETIHRESV
%For operational details, please get in touch
with us at the contact address.

ERBOZEE

Hikone Port& Takeshima Island

EESETE) 165105 (LR —2)
Duration: Thr.10min.(landing course)
MEMBROFHAL, FLabEEETIHRESV

%For operational details, please get in touch
with us at the contact address.

L%
(%;% -%] Takeshima Island

O OHBAELLTEDONTED BEHOIFMICL>THR4LE
BEREDIILDODEBDOARI BTV IZEVDATVET,

Worshipped since ancient times as housing a deity, the island gained its name, which
means “many views,” because of the diverse faces it shows, depending on the direction
it is viewed from.

s L k2R troductonto
Matsubara
BAMIYFRIORBELTHMONS KL D
ZELVWEREE MR BNIRICE BERICLGE
IRFyILIGERDILELTEET,

The lakeshore greenery area Matsubara is a beautiful area with a pine
forest and white sands. It is also known as the site of the Japan
International Birdman Rally. On a clear day, it is possible to watch the
dramatic sunset as the sun sinks into Lake Biwa.

Extras

[ﬁilq:] Ohmi Beef [-5 X AJ‘;/\/] Chanpon

Hikone Trip

> 7‘—% Xg'?“} b)L\ %ﬁﬁg? é Savor Hikone’s local cuisine

['S\ 7; _g- [/’ Funazushi (U Z 19»] Hikone-don

castle ruins remain.

XFHTEHOEsROBNTEL 00D
TIREROERMILBMETL .

Famous for the Battle of Sekigahara, a decisive
battle in Japanese feudal history. He was once
the lord of Hikone’s Sawayama Castle.

E H m & % Who was Ishida Mitsunari?

EDhund &
[,% E 2&@ ] Toriimoto-juku
SEAHOBENIZICHoT:Z
EDDEDEZDBDWIZEEDLETE
G RIEHANIEEETZRLTW
E3

A stage post on the Nakasendo, so
named because the Torii gate of the
Taga Taisha Shrine used to be located
there. It still retains the atmosphere of
the old post town.

0 Beoc@ | LTH2

Go a little bit further

IpLawE
[FR#]
Mt. Kojin
ERPEBCALETERED
B AN D IEUL#MH—ET
. =%T,
A mountain with abundant natural
beauty located in the central west of

Hikone. The summit offers a panoramic
view of Lake Biwa.
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Taga Taisha Shrine
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Shiga Prefecture’s premier Taisha or
grand shrine, known affectionately by the
nickname, “O-Taga-san.” Many people

visit the shrine to pray to the gods for a
long life and to find a life partner.

What is the Nakasendo?
HLGE E

AFRBRIFZEHRDELISDOEELHED—D, -
One of the five main trade routes leading to the capital, Edo, in the Edo Period.
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A town with lively shopping streets, with
the Great Torii Gate of Taga Taisha
Shrine as its symbol. It still retains
vestiges of past eras with its narrow
streets, stone slabs engraved with the

haiku poems of Matsuo Basho, and
Muchin Bridge.
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Toyosato Elementary School Old
School Buildings

BELEERF—DONFER] L
WhbnIRE . REOOTHPF
“XDEMELTHELTY,

A school building that, when it was first built, was
described as “The best elementary school in the

Orient.” It has famously been used as a movie
location and is a sacred site of anime fans.
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Kawachi Wind Cave
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One of Kansai’s best limestone caves.
Explore the other-worldly air inside the
cave, surrounded by rocks.

Hikone Trip ¢
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Have you decided which places you want to go to? Here are four examples of
actual plans for a trip to Hikone.

DTS 1-TLH!

Plan your trip!

'

g@%ﬂg@@ ﬂ @@@@%ﬁ@@% | Enjoy Hikone’s natural beauty.
B Ubiion—ov7

Lake Biwa Cruise
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Kojinyama Park Kogan Road
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Traditional streetscapes
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Sawayama Castle Ruins
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Minamimitsuya Park

Hikone Castle and
Hikone Castle Museum
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PR LA

Sawayama Castle Ruins

Hikone Trivia

Hikone Trip
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Irohamatsu Pine Street

Tour Hikone’s best photo spots
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The Hikone Domain is the origin of Ohmi Beef!!
Until the Edo Period, it was forbidden to eat meat in

Japan, but there were some aristocrats and samurai
who ate it under the pretext of “kusuri-gui,” a

winter-time practice of eating meat to ward off cold.

Because the Hikone Domain presented the
Shogunate with cow hides that would be used to
make war drums, it was given special permission to
butcher cows for meat.This practice later became
the origin of Ohmi Beef.
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Yonban-Cho Square

mAMLELES

Kojinyama Observatory
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Pre-orders a must! Hikone nashi pears are
difficult to obtain.

The harvest for Hikone nashi pears begins in
mid-August, when the fruit is expected to ripen.
The website is always flooded with pre-orders and
long lines form in front of the market stall.
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A famous movie location!

Hikone is also known as a location for films
such as the 20283 film “The Legend & Butterfly,"
the 2022 film “Omi Akindo, Hashiru!,” the 2020
film “Tengaramon,” and the 2019 film “Samurai
Shifters.”
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The Buddhist altars of Hikone began with
armor and weaponry skills

It is said that, in the middle of the Edo Period, the
artisans involved in the production of armor and
weapons in Hikone turned to the production of
Buddhist altars as a way of using their skills in a
peace-time industry. These artisans are able to create
all manner of artistic embellishments, including
woodwork, goldwork, lacquer art, and sculpture.
Today, they also produce everyday lacquerware.
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One in every home? Hikone Carom

Carom is a board game that is said to have been
introduced from overseas around the Taisho Era.
Similar to marbles and billiards, it is a game that is
very familiar to the people of Hikone. The national
Carom championships take place in Hikone every
year. Keen to test their Carom skills against each
other, participants gather from all over Japan.

Hikone Trip
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Check out how to get to Hikone
Getting Hikone
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